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THERMOSTATIC MIXING VALVES — LEAD CONTAMINATION TESTING 
333. Mr S.K. L’ESTRANGE to the Minister for Health: 
I assume the minister has been briefed by his department following yesterday’s questions. Given the public health 
implications of the thermostatic mixing valves and assembly boxes, can the minister now update the house on the 
following. 
(1) Where were these TMVs and assembly boxes manufactured? 
(2) Are these TMVs and assembly boxes found in any other hospitals or public buildings in Western Australia; 

and, if so, how many? 
(3) Has the minister begun testing for lead in these other buildings to ensure that Western Australians have 

not been exposed to any high levels of lead? 
Mr R.H. COOK replied: 
(1)–(3) I thank the member for the question. The member is seeking, essentially, construction information. This 

is information we have sought from the managing contractor, John Holland, particularly in relation to not 
only where the assembly boxes were manufactured but also, obviously, the source of the components in 
the manufacture of the assembly boxes. My understanding is that the managing contractor has some time 
to come back to us, although I am not the project manager, I hasten to add, and that information comes 
via a few people, so that has not reached me yet. Can I assure the member that what we are doing is 
making sure that we protect the sick kids who will be using that hospital, and they are our priority in this 
matter. I can assure the member that the water consumed by the public generally, but obviously in relation 
to our public buildings, is of the highest quality and meets all the standards. We know this because 
exhaustive testing takes place all the time on these things. From that point of view, I think the member is 
getting a bit ahead of himself and getting a bit excited on this matter. But I can understand, in the face of 
not much else to talk about, that members opposite are focused on this particular issue. 

Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members! 
Mr R.H. COOK: The $1.2 billion hospital, as the member for Scarborough is drawing our attention to, is 
essentially a $1.2 billion bungle that the former government managed. What we are doing, members on the other 
side, is getting on with the job of fixing their mess. 
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